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1 Metrics for what? 
Richard Horton 
".....my favourite word in global health today—accountability. The birth of a renewed interest 
in measuring and evaluating what we all do in global health (including the role of journals) is 
most welcome. It signifies our joint commitment to ensuring that the promises we all make are 
fully delivered. The most advanced expression of this interest in accountability has come from 
the UN Commission on Information and Accountability for Women's and Children's Health, a 
creature of the UN Secretary-General's Every Woman, Every Child initiative.  
What the work of the Commission and its offspring, the independent Expert Review Group, 
shows is that while monitoring and metrics are important, they are only the beginning of the 
process we call accountability. Two further steps—participatory, transparent, and inclusive 
review of data, together with a plan for action based on that review—are essential additional 
components of accountability...."  
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through evidence summaries tailored to health policymakers. The objective of this study was to 
determine policymakers’ perceptions regarding the criteria in the DECIDE framework and how 
best to summarise and present evidence to support health system decisions.  
Methods  
We conducted an online survey of a diverse group of stakeholders with health system decision 
experience from 15 countries and the World Health Organization. We asked about perceptions 
of: criteria relevant to making health system decisions, use of evidence, grading systems and 
evidence summaries.  
Results  
We received 112 responses (70% response rate). Most respondents had healthcare (85%) and 
research (79%) experience. They (99%) indicated that systematic consideration of the available 
evidence would help to improve health system decision-making processes and supported the 
use of evidence from other countries (94%) and grading systems (81%). 
 All ten criteria in the DECIDE framework were rated as important in decisions. Respondents 
had divergent views regarding whether the same (38%) or different (45%) grading systems 
should be used across different types of health decisions. All components of our evidence 
summary were rated as important by over 90% of respondents.  
Conclusions  
Survey respondents were supportive of the DECIDE framework for health system decisions and 
the use of succinct summaries of the estimated size of effects and the quality of evidence. It is 
uncertain whether the findings of this survey represent the views of policymakers with little or 
no healthcare and research…” 
  
“…..The criteria included in the framework are:  
seriousness of the problem, number of people affected, quality of the evidence,  
size of the benefits, size of the adverse effects, resource use (costs), value for money, 
 impacts on equity, implementability (feasibility) and acceptability…..” 
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Global, regional, and national trends in haemoglobin concentration and prevalence of total and 
severe anaemia in children and pregnant and non-pregnant women for 1995–2011: a 
systematic analysis of population-representative data 
Gretchen A Stevens, Mariel M Finucane, Luz Maria De-Regil, Christopher J Paciorek, Seth R 
Flaxman, Francesco Branca, Juan Pablo Peña-Rosas, Zulfiqar A Bhutta, Majid Ezzati, on 
behalf of Nutrition Impact Model Study Group (Anaemia)  
Preview |  
Summary | Full Text | PDF  
 
National and regional estimates of term and preterm babies born small for gestational age in 
138 low-income and middle-income countries in 2010 
Anne CC Lee, Joanne Katz, Hannah Blencowe, Simon Cousens, Naoko Kozuki, Joshua P 
Vogel, Linda Adair, Abdullah H Baqui, Zulfiqar A Bhutta, Laura E Caulfield, Parul Christian, 
Siân E Clarke, Majid Ezzati, Wafaie Fawzi, Rogelio Gonzalez, Lieven Huybregts, Simon 
Kariuki, Patrick Kolsteren, John Lusingu, Tanya Marchant, Mario Merialdi, Aroonsri 
Mongkolchati, Luke C Mullany, James Ndirangu, Marie-Louise Newell, Jyh Kae Nien, David 
Osrin, Dominique Roberfroid, Heather E Rosen, Ayesha Sania, Mariangela F Silveira, James 
Tielsch, Anjana Vaidya, Barbara A Willey, Joy E Lawn, Robert E Black, for the CHERG 
SGA-Preterm Birth Working Group  
Preview |  
Summary | Full Text | PDF  
 
Assessment of cataract surgical outcomes in settings where follow-up is poor: PRECOG, a 
multicentre observational study 
Nathan Congdon, Xixi Yan, Van Lansingh, Alemayehu Sisay, Andreas Müller, Ving Chan, 
Ling Jin, Mirjam E Meltzer, Sasipriya M Karumanchi, Chunhong Guan, Quy Vuong, Nelson 
Rivera, Joan McCleod-Omawale, Mingguang He  
Preview |  
Summary | Full Text | PDF  
 
Causes of non-malarial fever in Laos: a prospective study 
Mayfong Mayxay, Josée Castonguay-Vanier, Vilada Chansamouth, Audrey Dubot-Pérès, 
Daniel H Paris, Rattanaphone Phetsouvanh, Jarasporn Tangkhabuanbutra, Phouvieng 
Douangdala, Saythong Inthalath, Phoutthalavanh Souvannasing, Günther Slesak, Narongchai 
Tongyoo, Anisone Chanthongthip, Phonepasith Panyanouvong, Bountoy Sibounheuang, 
Koukeo Phommasone, Michael Dohnt, Darouny Phonekeo, Bouasy Hongvanthong, Sinakhone 
Xayadeth, Pakapak Ketmayoon, Stuart D Blacksell, Catrin E Moore, Scott B Craig, Mary-
Anne Burns, Frank von Sonnenburg, Andrew Corwin, Xavier de Lamballerie, Iveth J 
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González, Eva Maria Christophel, Amy Cawthorne, David Bell, Paul N Newton  
 

2.  http://www.aap.org/ 
  
Electronic Prescribing in Pediatrics: Toward Safer and More Effective Medication 
Management 
Date: 4/12/2013 
This policy statement identifies the potential value of electronic prescribing (e-prescribing) 
systems in improving quality and reducing harm in pediatric health care. 
 
Assessing Quality Improvement in Health Care: Theory for Practice 
Date: 4/12/2013 
OBJECTIVES: To review the role of theory as a means to enhance the practice of quality 
improvement (QI) research and to propose a novel conceptual model focused on the operations 
of health care. 
 
A Quality Improvement Intervention to Increase Access to Pediatric Subspecialty 
Practice 
Date: 1/29/2013 
OBJECTIVE: To improve access to new pediatric endocrinology appointments in an urban 
academic hospital faculty-based practice. 
 
Rapid Adoption of Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG for Acute Gastroenteritis 
Date: 4/12/2013 
BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: A 2007 meta-analysis showed probiotics, specifically 
Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG (LGG), shorten diarrhea from acute gastroenteritis (AGE) by 24 
hours and decrease risk of progression beyond 7 days. 
 
Assessing Quality Improvement in Health Care: Theory for Practice 
Date: 4/12/2013 
OBJECTIVES: To review the role of theory as a means to enhance the practice of quality 
improvement (QI) research and to propose a novel conceptual model focused on the operations 
of health care. 
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The essential elements of health impact assessment and healthy public policy: a qualitative 
study of practitioner perspectives  

• Patrick John Harris, Lynn Amanda Kemp, Peter Sainsbury 
BMJ Open 2012;2:6 e001245 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-001245  
...permissions 2012 research-article Public health Research 1506 1724 1725 This is...and the 
institutional role of public health as distinct and important influences...the practice of HIA and 
HPP. Public Health|Qualitative Research|sociology...  

• [Abstract] 
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• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 
 

Public health - Research What is a disease? Perspectives of the public, health professionals and 
legislators  

• Kari A O Tikkinen, Janne S Leinonen, Gordon H Guyatt, Shanil Ebrahim,  
• Teppo L N Järvinen 

BMJ Open 2012;2:6 e001632 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-001632  
...permissions 2012 research-article Public health Research 1506 1612 1724 1694 
1692...disease? Perspectives of the public, health professionals and legislators...is large 
disagreement among the public, health professionals and legislators...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 

 
Public health - Research Feasibility study of geospatial mapping of chronic disease risk to 
inform public health commissioning  

• Douglas Noble, Dianna Smith, Rohini Mathur, John Robson, Trisha Greenhalgh 
BMJ Open 2012;2:1 e000711 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2011-000711  
...permissions. 2012 research-article Public health Research 1612 1506 1692 1696 
1703...chronic disease risk to inform public health commissioning Douglas Noble 1...1 Centre 
for Primary Care and Public Health, Barts and The London School...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Review history] 

 
Public health - Research A chemical analysis examining the pharmacology of novel 
psychoactive substances freely available over the internet and their impact on public 
(ill)health. Legal highs or illegal highs?  

• Tammy C Ayres, John W Bond 
BMJ Open 2012;2:4 e000977 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-000977  
...permissions. 2012 research-article Public health Research 1506 1724 1703 1723 
1681...Leicester, Leicester, UK Objectives Public Health England aims to improve the 
nation's...drugs presents a serious risk to public health both now and in the future. Therefore...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 
• [Supplementary Data] 
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/1/e000711.abstract?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/1/e000711.full?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/1/e000711.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/4/e000977.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/4/e000977/suppl/DC1
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Public health - Research Public health concerns for anti-obesity medicines imported for 
personal use through the internet: a cross-sectional study  

• Mohiuddin Hussain Khan, Tsuyoshi Tanimoto, Yoko Nakanishi, Naoko Yoshida, 
Hirohito Tsuboi, Kazuko Kimura 

BMJ Open 2012;2:3 e000854 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-000854  
...permissions. 2012 research-article Public health Research 1506 1699 1714 1723 1724...by-
nc/2.0/legalcode . Public health concerns for anti-obesity medicines...18-20 Obesity is 
becoming a major public health epidemic in this century and is...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 
• [Supplementary Data] 

 
Sexual health - Research Internalised homonegativity predicts HIV-associated risk behavior in 
European men who have sex with men in a 38-country cross-sectional study: some public 
health implications of homophobia  

• Michael W Ross, Rigmor C Berg, Axel J Schmidt, Harm J Hospers,  
• Michele Breveglieri, Martina Furegato, Peter Weatherburn 

BMJ Open 2013;3:2 e001928 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-001928  
...cross-sectional study: some public health implications of homophobia Michael...uth.tmc.edu 
1 School of Public Health, University of Texas, Houston...reduction intervention for MSM. 
Public Health|Sexual Medicine|Social Medicine...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 

 
Health policy - Research Understanding public drug procurement in India: a comparative 
qualitative study of five Indian states  

• Prabal Vikram Singh, Anand Tatambhotla, Rohini Kalvakuntla,  
• Maulik Chokshi 

BMJ Open 2013;3:2 e001987 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-001987  
...Andhra Pradesh, India 2 Indian Institute of Public Health - Delhi, Public Health Foundation 
of India Objective To perform an initial...autonomy of the procurement organisation; state of 
public health infrastructure; geography and availability of...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/2/e001928.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/2/e001928.reviewer-comments.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
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http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/2/e001987.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
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Public health - Research Public perceptions of coronary events risk factors: a discrete choice 
experiment  

• Yazid N Al Hamarneh, Ashley Agus, Danny Campbell, Grainne E Crealey,  
• James C McElnay 

BMJ Open 2012;2:5 e001560 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-001560  
...permissions. 2012 research-article Public health Research 1506 1724 1683 This 
is...promotion campaigns to tackle CHD. Public Health|Primary Care| Study 
summary...Pakistan-a cause for concern. BMC Public Health 2005;5:124-32. 8 Petricek...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 

 
Public health - Research Public perceptions and behaviours related to the risk of infection with 
Aedes mosquito-borne diseases: a cross-sectional study in Southeastern France  

• Jocelyn Raude, Kimberly Chinfatt, Peiching Huang, Charles Olivier Betansedi, 
Kenneth Katumba, Nicole Vernazza, Daniel Bley 

BMJ Open 2012;2:6 e002094 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-002094  
...permissions 2012 research-article Public health Research 1506 1724 1706 1735 
1703...Behavioral Sciences, EHESP School of Public Health, Universite Sorbonne Paris 
Cite...Development-EHESP School of Public Health, Marseille, France 3 UMR 7300...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 

 
Health services research - Research Influence of the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPfAR) on career choices and emigration of health-profession graduates from a 
Ugandan medical school: a cross-sectional study  

• Francis Bajunirwe, Leonidas Twesigye, Michael Zhang, Vanessa B Kerry,  
• David R Bangsberg 

BMJ Open 2013;3:5 e002875 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2013-002875  
...Massachusetts, USA 4 Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, Massachusetts, USA...of 
healthcare workers from the public-health system of countries like Uganda...healthcare 
workforce to other areas. Public Health| Article summary Article focus...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 

 
Research Influence of the US President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPfAR) on 
career choices and emigration of health-profession graduates from a Ugandan medical school: 

http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/5/e001560.abstract?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/5/e001560.full?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/5/e001560.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/5/e001560.draft-revisions.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/5/e001560.reviewer-comments.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/6/e002094.abstract?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/6/e002094.full?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/6/e002094.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/6/e002094.draft-revisions.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/2/6/e002094.reviewer-comments.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/5/e002875.abstract?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/5/e002875.full?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/5/e002875.full.pdf+html?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/5/e002875.draft-revisions.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/3/5/e002875.reviewer-comments.pdf?sid=786479c1-2d45-4a57-bb60-7353a6c241f8
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a cross-sectional study  
• Francis Bajunirwe, Leonidas Twesigye, Michael Zhang, Vanessa B Kerry,  
• David R Bangsberg 

BMJ Open 2013;3:5 e002875 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2013-002875  
...Massachusetts, USA 4 Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, Massachusetts, USA...of 
healthcare workers from the public-health system of countries like Uganda...healthcare 
workforce to other areas. Public Health| Article summary Article focus...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 
• [Review history] 

 
Public health - Protocol Use of record-linkage to handle non-response and improve alcohol 
consumption estimates in health survey data: a study protocol  

• Linsay Gray, Gerry McCartney, Ian R White, Srinivasa Vittal Katikireddi,  
• Lisa Rutherford, Emma Gorman, Alastair H Leyland 

BMJ Open 2013;3:3 e002647 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2013-002647  
...permissions 2013 research-article Public health Protocol 1506 1724 1681 1703 
1712...sphsu.mrc.ac.uk 1 Social and Public Health Sciences Unit, MRC/CSO Social and 
Public Health Sciences Unit, Glasgow, UK 2...  

• [Abstract] 
• [Full text] 
• [PDF] 
• [Previous versions] 

 
Public health - Protocol Health literacy, health empowerment and health information search in 
the field of MMR vaccination: a cross-sectional study protocol  

• Nicola Diviani, Anne-Linda Camerini, Danuta Reinholz,  
• Alessandra Galfetti, Peter J Schulz 

BMJ Open 2012;2:6 e002162 doi:10.1136/bmjopen-2012-002162  
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